Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 00747 311601Z 

43 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCCT-01 USSS-00 FBIE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 NIC-01 /062 W 

113328 

R 311450Z IAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9762 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 0747 

E.O. 1QTWC N/A 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, AR 

SUBJKCT: FOURTEEN ERP MEMBERS ARRESTED 

L BUENOS AIRES POLICE ANNOUNCED ON JAN 29 THAT 14 ERP MEMBERS 
HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN TWO SEPARATE ACTIONS THE 14 INCLUDED TAG 
PERSONS OF FRENCH NATIONALITY AND FOUR PARAGUAYANS. ALL 14 ARE 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BELONGED TO ZONE 4 OF THE SOTR REGION OF THE 
TERRORIST GROUP. 

2. THE POLICE ACCOUNT GAVE EXTENSIVE DETAILS INCLUDING NAMES, 

ADDRESSES AND PHOTOS OF THE 14; THE WEAPONS CAPTURED AND THEIR 
ORIGIN AND A LONG LIST OF TERRORIST ACTS WHICH THE GROUP HAD 
CARRIED OUT. AT THE TIME OF THEIR CAPTURE, 9 OF THE GUERRILLAS 
WERE PLOTTING THE KIDNAPPING OF A HIGH RAMKING ARMY OFFICER 
ACCORDING TO POLICE. 

3. THE ACTS THE GROUP IS ALLEGED TO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN 
INCLUDE THE KIDNAPPING AND KILLING OF LTCOL IBARZABAL, THE 
ATTEMPT IN DECEMBER TO KIDNAP TWO LEVER BROTHERS EXECUTIVES, 
THE 1973 KIDNAPPING OF ADMIRAL ALEMAN AND THE 1973 KIDNAPPING 
OF FIRESTONE EXECUTIVE AND AMERICAN CITIZEN JOHN THOMPSON. 

4. COMMENT. ACCORDING TO EMASSY POLICE SOURCES, THE ARRESTS 
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DEALT THE TERRORISTS. IN ANY EVENT, SECURITY FORCES ARE MAKING 
THE BEST OF THE INCIDENT FROM A PUBLICITY STANDPOINT. 

HIT I. 
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